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MINUTES

Groton Electric Light Department





November 20, 2018
Present:  Commissioners Easom, Hersh & Lindemer; Manager Kelly and Business Manager Lemire
The meeting was called to order at 8:27 a.m.
SOLAR/BATTERY & RATE DESIGN
Mr. Kelly wanted to discuss a solar rate design that doesn’t “hurt GELD ratepayers”.  He asked the Board if GELD should set a solar cap for the Town of Groton and explained how going over a certain percentage of GELD’s total peak load could be detrimental to the overall system.
GELD is currently at approximately 14% of peak load with the 2.28 MW solar farm and .2774 MW residential and small commercial solar installations.  Mr. Kelly suggested capping solar at a maximum of 25% of GELD’s all-time peak load, because that is the maximum amount of solar Groton could absorb without substantial challenges.
Mr. Kelly also discussed establishing a recovery demand charge to recoup infrastructure costs that solar customers don’t pay because they purchase less electricity since they are using solar generated power. Mr. Kelly shared a study done for Shrewsbury a few years back that concluded lost revenue from solar generation was equal to a monthly charge of $3.36 per installed kW of solar capacity.

There was much discussion regarding lost revenue due to solar installation, utilizing battery storage, creating a “conservation capital” fund, creating a cost recovery/standby charge, and placing a cap on commercial and residential solar for Groton.  
It was decided to continue this discussion at another one-topic meeting in the near future.

Agenda items having been concluded, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,




















Tammi Lemire
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