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MINUTES

Groton Electric Light Department




January 8, 2014
Present:  Commissioners Christie, Hersh, Lindemer; Manager Kelly, Executive Assistant Lemire   
Also Present: David & Lisa Dunham, Investar
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.
SOLAR UPDATE

Mr. Kelly introduced David & Lisa Dunham of Investar Renewable Energy, LLC.  He has been working with Investar on a purchase power agreement (PPA) for a possible solar farm or farms to be located on GELD-owned property.  The agreement is for 4.9¢ power with a 1.6% escalator over the term of the project.

Mr. Kelly explained that a copy of the PPA was sent to Attorney Scobbo for review and the PPA was actually based on a Scobbo template, so it should be pretty straightforward.

One of the concerns is the State’s Solar Renewable Energy Credits, known as SRECs.  Mr. Kelly was worried that the project would not qualify for SREC1 (the first round of SRECs offered by the State) and he was correct.  However, Mr. Dunham said he would honor the SREC1 pricing if we can get the project installed by spring 2014.  SREC2 (the second round of solar credits offered by the State) is in draft form right now, but Mr. Dunham is confident it will pass and be adopted on March 1, 2014.  Mr. Kelly believes GELD can get all the necessary Town permits by April 1.
There were items to discuss of a confidential nature, so Mr. Kelly recommended going into Executive Session at 7:15 p.m.

Mr. Hersh MOVED TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION:
to discuss trade secrets or confidential, competitively-sensitive or other proprietary information provided in the course of activities conducted by a governmental body as an energy supplier under a license granted by the department of public utilities pursuant to section 1F of chapter 164, in the course of activities conducted as a municipal aggregator under section 134 of said chapter 164 or in the course of activities conducted by a cooperative consisting of governmental entities organized pursuant to section 136 of said chapter 164, when such governmental body, municipal aggregator or cooperative determines that such disclosure will adversely affect its ability to conduct business in relation to other entities making, selling or distributing electric power and energy.

The motion was seconded and voted:  Christie, aye; Hersh, aye; Lindemer, aye.
Executive Session concluded at 8:13 p.m.  Mr. & Mrs. Dunham left the meeting and the regular session reconvened.

There was additional discussion regarding the proposed project and there were several unanswered questions.  Mr. Kelly is expecting response from Attorney Scobbo by the end of the week and will continue the discussion at the monthly Board meeting on January 13, 2014.  The Board agreed.

NEW/OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Kelly notified the commissioners that members of the Green Communities committee would like to come to the next meeting to address the Board regarding the state stretch code which Mr. Kelly finds totally ambiguous at this time.  The committee members would like the support of the GELD Board before adding their agenda item for spring town meeting.  The commissioners agreed to invite members of the committee to the January Board meeting to discuss the state stretch code.  
Agenda items having been concluded, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.









      Respectfully submitted,








Tammi Lemire






      

       Executive Assistant 
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